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Statement from Mayor Helps in Response to the 
Province’s Economic Restart Plan 

 

Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — Mayor Lisa Helps released the following statement in response to the Province’s release of 
their economic restart plan: 
 
“Very few of us have lived through a pandemic before and certainly no one had a guide on how to respond. We 
are all learning to navigate through the impacts of COVID-19 that are permeating every aspect of our lives. 
 
“It’s clear when looking across the country, that British Columbia has shown tremendous leadership. Through 
the closures that kept our caseloads low, to the thoughtful reopening approach, we’ve been able to avoid the 
spikes that we’ve seen in other jurisdictions. Unfortunately, Victoria’s economy has been impacted, even with 
Council’s best efforts to keep taxes low and help businesses expand through our Build Back Victoria program. 
 
“The investments the Province has announced today are exactly what we need. StrongerBC aligns with much 
of the work we’ve been doing locally with our economic action plan, Victoria 3.0. For example, the $500 million 
strategic investment fund will be a real boost to our local tech industry and our upcoming Ocean Futures and 
Innovation Hub. And the $300 million in small and medium business grants will help our businesses to survive 
and hopefully thrive well into the future. The new investments in community infrastructure will help power our 
GO Victoria vision for active transportation over the coming decades.  
 
“Lastly, I want to thank the Province for recognizing the significant impact to local governments. The safe 
restart funding for local governments clearly recognizes that the pandemic has hit us all where we live – in the 
towns and cities across B.C. It’s with these strategic partnerships that we will build back Victoria and the 
province for the better.” 
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